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T O 

BOOK, 

INTITULED 

** An inquiry into Fa£ls and Obfervations 
thereon, humbly fubmitted to the candid Ex- 
aminer into the Principles of a Bill intended to 
be ofFfered to Parliament, for the Prefervation 
of the Gr^t Level of the Fens^ and the Naviga- 
tion through the fame, by a Tax on the Lands 
and a Toll on the Navigation.' 
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WHEREIN 

The Clam of the Adventurers on the Na- 
vigations, for Afllftancc in draining and pre- 
ferving the Fens, is impartially inquired into ; 
and the Condud of the Drainers and the op- 
preffive Defignsofthe Present Bill are ex- 
hibited in their true Lights 

I 

j^i— ^B . ■■,■—»■■■ — — ■,■■ ■■ ■ M. 1 1 ■ ■ ■ ■ Mi ■■ 11 11 m - ■ ■• — ■ I ■■ ■ a 

AUDI ALTERAM PARTEM. 



L O N DON: 

PRINTED BY H, GOLDNEY IN PATER-NOSTER-ROW, 

FOR T. CADELL IN THE STRAND, 
M.DCC.LXXVIII. 






^ 



HAKVARB edLL^9|^ ^IBRARY 

GIFT OF THE 

OVERSEERS COMMITTEE ^ 

TO VISIT' THE 

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS 



^ 



,. '^/^^i 



*7 



,> 



• • *. Oj i 



i** 



AN ANSWER 



\ ■ 



TO AN INQPIRY. INTO FACTS,' &C. r 

* • ^ 

TH E Author of the fol- 
• lowhjg Pages would fiot 
fo loi^ Ijave (Jelaypd giving 
the public an Anfwer to the. 
Pamphlet,, entitled :" i/^/? /«- 
^uify int^ ^ faBs^'* .^ad he not- 
waited fpr fome abler Pen. to 
have .combated the Meafurcs 
about to be taken by the Cor- 
poration of the Bedford Level. 
The great and alluring Obje<ft 
of the Bill intended to be oiFer- 
ed to Parliament, is, The I^re- 
farvatim of the Great Level of 

A tie 
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the ^em in the Counties of Nor ^ 
folky Cambridge^ ^c. Should 
the Intentions of the Corpora- 
tion meet with the Sandion of 
the Legiflature, a great, and, I 
SLpprehend, an undefervcd Hard- 
ihip will fall upon the Inhabi'- 
t£ints, and particulai'ly^hePdoi', 
of the feveral Counties which 
fitrtound thcfe Feni r A Cdn- 
iideratioii which deterinine4 
the Author to venttire thefe 
Sheets before the Public ; and 
which he apprehends will carrjr 
with it a fufEcient Apology for 
the Imperfections that may b^ 
ibund therein. 

That the Prefervation of this 
great Levid is worthy the At- 

teation 
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tention of the Legiflaturc i&be-. 
yond atli doubt ; but that the 
Meafls offered by the Corpora- 
tion of the Bedford Leteli' for 
thdt Pur|>oie, 2txtjufii and r^^^x- 
M^/?) is a Matter now intended 
to be controirerted ; ahd,: per- 
haps j no better Method can 
fee purfued, than, by bringing 
to view the Arguments of the 
•Writer «f »thc above Pamphlet^ 
and {hewing upon what iinjuft 
aiid fall^kcious Ground they 
ftand. Not#ithftanding the t>c- 

« 

fievblent jUid unintbfieftod I'rin- 
ciples oA which he pretends xb 
writC) it is evident chat Jhe has 
"been enxplbyed with> a De£gn to 
dbften the real Severity !of the 

A 2 in- 
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intended Meafqres ; and, under 
a Preteftce of giving impartial 
Informationy has brought out 
every Argument that can any 
way mislead the Minds . of thie 
Public to an Acquiefcehce in 
the nioft inequitable. Mode of 
obtaining the ObjcA in vievir ; 
and all J this I may venture to 
adert j by the immediatte Direc-* 
tion of thie Bedford Leirel Cor- 
poration. 

As thefe Pages treat of a Sub- 
ject rather confined in its Na-r 
tMxty and will probably be«rea(jl 
•jby. none but thofe who hav€ 
peru&d- the Book they are in- 
tended to ahfwer, the Author 
4q^s aot think it oeceilary tt> 

. ;, repeat 
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repeat the hiftorkal Part df 
this Great Level, atfy farther 
than a§ it may ferve to remove 
the Wrohg ImpretHons that 
have been endeavoured to b^ 
conveyed by it. 

The Inquiry into FdSis in- 
forms us that *' Francis Earl of 
Bedford^ in 1630, adluatedy^/i?/>^ 
hy Principles of fublic Spiriwy 
and not by any little Motives of 
Intereft, aftep many fruitlefs 
Attempts by others, undertook 
this great Work of draining 
the Fen." Now, there is no 
Authority, I apprehend, for 
fixing fo good a Motive to the 
Earl's Scheme, St. Gornelius 
Verijiuyden, a Man Well fkilic4 

A3 m 



in tiu? Bu^nefs of Draiaiiig, an4 
who wowld not hav^ underta^ 
ken a Worjc of fuch Magfiitu<]ie 
but with the View of greatly 
«hrichmghimielfj had abfolute'^ 
}y agreed for the whok Under*- 
iaking, at his own Expence^ 
for which he acquired 95,000 
Acres of the drmned Land : 
jBut) at a Commlfllon of Sewers 
held at Lynn (i Sept, 6 Car.) 
the Commiflions and Country 
were not willing that a Con- 
trad ihouid be made with an 
Alien aJid a Stranger, It was, 
thereibre undertaken at their 
Requeft by the Earl of Bedford^ 
upon the like advantageous 
T^rms of having ^5,000 Acres 

of 
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cfth drained Lafic}. allotted to 
hjqi *. Thp E^l ha^ of its 

2p^QiQo Acres of this Fenny Le- 
yel, >yhich woi^la be drained by 
the Execution of the Scheme : 
and this, therefore was a fuper-r 
inducement for him to under-- 
mke it.-I am farfron, wifh- 
ing to deprepiate the Motive? of 
the noble Undertak/^r and his 
I'articj.pajits ; but frpni thefe 
Fadts it \& more than probable 
they were ai^qatjed not folely 
by pyblic Spirit; afld, there- 

A 4 fore, 

* Thefe and other Circuirillances cnenT 
tiorted in this Anfwer, are confirmed by 
the Hiftory of the Great Level, written 
by SirPFm. Dugdak j whofc Accuracy and 

Credit 
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fore, the PybUp are lefs pbllged 
to yield to any exorbitant Dct 
mpds thpir. Pofterity may think 
proper to make upoi;i . them \ 
pfpecially, if it be made ap- 
'pear that the Undertaking h'a^ 
turned out to the immenfe Ad- 
vange of the Undertakers, v 

It m^y npt be amif^ to give 
the Reader a brief Account of 
what followed the Contract 
with Earl Francis. At a Com- 
miflion of Sewers held at Pe- 
ter borough (i:? Od;. 13 Cat,) 
the whole Level was adjudged 

drained, and the qc,ooo Acres 

*• >■. ...» 

Credit are iuffici^nt to ful^flaqtiate, any 
Aflertions that are drawn from his Au> 



* 
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f fet out to the faid Ffands Ean 

» » •■ 

hi 'Bedfofdy who,' together 
*with *his Participants, had ex- 
pended' in the Work the Sum 
of 100,000/. However, though 
the Lands were allowed to bfe 
verrmvch improved' by tte 
Works which had beeii dpne, 
yet were they fuhje£t to Inun- 
dations, efpecially in the Wifl*? 
ter Seafon : and, thereforCj at 
a SefEons of Sewers held at 
Huntingdon the Year following, 
the faid Earl of Bedford'^ Un- 
dertaking was adjudged defec- 
tive. King Charlh afterwards 
undertook the Maitter ; and, 
enlarging the Scheme of Drain- 
age, intende4 to make the Fejis 

Winter 



U^ter Grounds, a^ well ^ 
^uQuz^ ones^ for wliich, be> 
Il4es tlie formO' 95}Oqo Apre$« 
a furtjipf allowance of 57,opp 

Apfcs w^ tQ be granted. But 
tthe Trpti^blcs ^ ^hpiib Times 
pper^ted tp (he ^eglenSt of tli/e 
King's f*urpofc f whereupon 
Wittiam Earl of Be((ford^ Sop 
«f the former, in Pehalf of 
^mfelf ^nd otWs^ made Ap^ 
plication * to the Convention 

then 

* It is Aot likelf that Earl fViUiam would 
have (blicited the Renewal of his Father's 
Undertaking, had there not been an almolb 
certain Advantage, when completed, equal 
4x> the gf-eatnefs of it : And. this OpioiQa-is 
AOt without the oblique jCo^currence of the 
Writer oiF thp Inquiry ; for, at Page 7, 
he fap) that, *' to gain the Fen by drain- 
ing 
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then fitting at WefimniPer^ »n^ 
wiiiclr WW called a P^liam^nt, 
for Le^yf to renew his Father's 

Undertaking, and upm thBfam^ 
Term^' His Requeft w^ grant- 
ed, with only thii Difference, 
that (iiiHead of 40^000 Acres 
only, which were to be taxed 
by thi? Agreenjent with Earl 
brands) by this Renewal di the 
Undertaking, the whoje 95,000 
Acres were to be taxed for the 
pur|iofe of continuing the Le- 
vel in a drained State. By a 
Decree of Sewers made at Ely in 
1653, the Level being adjudged 

ing was a flaetering Objeft to (tiodle svjj^o 
had Abnrlities to undertake fo arduq^^ ^lod 
f xpcnfiyc a Work.** 

fully 



fully drained, the Eafland his 
'Aflbciates ^were put in Pofle^- 
iion of the 95,000 Acres aiscor- 
ding to the Agreement. 

That a Tax upon the Lands 
was the moft likely and "equita- 

;ble Means of preferving the 
Drainage of them is beyond all 
Difputc. The Proprietors of 
thofe L^nds were to be the 
Gainers by the Drainage ; and 
th^ir Intereft was intimately 
connedted with the Preferva- 
tion of the Land when drained ; 
fthe Improvement of which 
brought with it the Power of 
paying the Tax. The Tax^ 
ation was, however, confined 
to the 95,000 Acres, the Re- 

W4r4 
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ward of the Adventurers; and 
it was a Part of the Agreemant^ 
to wihich they readily acceded -j^ 
and, on account of which the 
original Proprietors of the Fens 
more /eadily jjielded , to thQ 
immenfe jReward oi om Third 
cf the wmle LeveL 

Not fetisfied, however, with 
thefe Means of performing one 
Part of the ContraA, namely 
the keeping of the Country in d 
State of Drainage^ the Pur pbfe 
of the Bedford Level Corpprar 
tion is, by Means of their pre- 
fent Bill," to tax the other Lands 
in the Fens *, a& well as the 

9 

- Adven- 

* The North Level hating been fepara- 
tcd in 1 754 frgm th^ Middle and the South 
^ ' LcvdSf 
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AdVenhif ws 95 ,000 Acres ; and, 
Bdides this, to lay an ex6rbitan( 
tiH m Coals and otheir txsods 
cdm^ty&d by Means of thi Jkveral 

kdvig&hie IkiVifSy which tinfor- 
tuAately dite*^ their Courfe 
ferough the Great Level. . 

. Their Pretfenfions to this ad-o 
ditiortal TiX aftd Toll are en- 
deavoured to be rendered plau- 

. - ■ • ■ , - - . » 

|,,eifl|lsi whet) th^ W6rd& Fens^ Great Ltoel^ 
&c. are mentioned relative to any Thing 
in the prefcnt Ai^jplkation to Parliament, 
ihe MMk and S^Mh L^els anfy att iher&. 
bf M ht vbdteftood ^ the other not beoig 
ooncerned in that Application. — ^The Rea* 
Ber will pleafe to Dbferve alfo, that the 
^^ms, Adventures J Uniertnturs^ Corpdr 
xstion rfjbe Bedford Levels Confervators of 
the Great Levels are meant to convey an 
idea of the fanae Body of Men. 

fible, 



flblcj by the Inquiry hie Faffs i 
but thofc Pretenfions I ftiall 
oovr piroceed in the ElUiAioA^ 
ilation of.-^Whalerer Reafons 
the Proprietors of the F^n 
Lands tony have to comply 
with thfc TiUc oa their Poftioil 
of the F^ns, I conceit* thwe 
cab be no Reafoii for burtfaen- 
JBg the Navlgathni (already 
overloaded with Taxes) with ail 
additional Toll. They are to- 
tally unconnefted with the Fei 
and the Scheme of drainii 
them ; they were no Parties coi 
corned in the Agreements b 
tween the Drainers and tl 
Proprietors of the Cbufit 
drained, any farther than 
thi 



c ^ I 

they were fecured thereby from; 
any Prejudice in Confequence of' 
thofe Agreements *. . They ne- 
Yer aiked, . nor dp . they now 
want, any Affiftancei from the: 
Scheme- of Prainingi -All they 
i!eqmre is the Enjoyment," withr 
out any. new Burthen, ;of their, 
ancient Paflkge through thefe 
Fens, which Nature andCuftom 
had firmly eftabliihed long be-^ 

* By the ^tb Article of thefe Agree- 
ments, it 'is provided, that the JPort and 
]EIaven dtJCing^s Lynn bc4)tcfcrvcd ; and 
the Navigation, .Paflage, .and Highways, 
in, upon, or about, all the navigable Ri- 
vers, namfeiyi the Ouffj Grants Nene^ fFeli^ 
s;?^, and G^/i,. are to be f)refervcd \ and no 
Prcjudice#iAnnoyance, Hurt or Hindrance 
to be done to ihzm.-^Dugdale. 

fore 
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fore the Idea of draininj^ then) 
was caaceirtd. 

The Inquiry mto PaBs is me- 
thodically made, under feverai 
Heads : To examine thefe dii^ 
titufUy, will be as proper a Me^^ 
thod as can be purfued to in- 
duce a true State of the Mat^ 
ten 

Under thtjirfl Head is com- 
prehended a View of thi^.Con* 

SEQUENCE OF THE UnDERTAK- 

ING TO THE Public. 

To gain 300,000 Acres of 
Land from a State incapable 
^Cultivation, was qertainly of 
Con&quence to the Public, and 
is readily allowed ; but if, on 
fthit Account, it be intended 

B (and 
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(and there feems no Doubt of 
it) to imprefs the Public with 
an Idea of their Obligations to 
the Undertakers^ the Intent i$ 
Hot fduhded in Reafons. Th^ 
kad ftrong Inducements, to the 
Undertaking in the Benefit that 
would .accrue, to themfelvj^ 
from the Succefs of it ; and,- in 
the Oduirfe of thefe Pages, it 
will, be iliewn that they, have 
been very liberally revvarded 
for their Trouble. The In* 
fiance the Inquiry gives, at Page 
17, of the Advantage (no Icfs 
than 113,^600/. in one Year) 
which arofe from the draining 
and occupying of only 28,006 
Acres of the Great Level, is aii 

Argu- 
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Argument to my Purpofc : fof, 
if fo. fmall a Part of the Whole 
gained foi muchi it only proves 
the immenfe Advantage that 
accrued to the Adventurers. 
from the Share that was al-^ 
lotted to them> 

But {hall it be argued, that 
becaufe a Tra<St of Land has 
been improved (and that to the 
great Advantage of the Im- 
provers) the Public are to be 
taxed for the Support of it, a- 
gainft all the exprefs ContraBs 
and Rieafons to the contrary ? 
— The Public is benefited a( 
large by the Cultivation of the 
FenSj only as an Introdudion 
to greater Plenty ; the Propria 

B 2 etors 
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flWrx of thofe improved LSincfs 
have been mdwidually bene^ 
fited, and that in the fame Pro- 
portion, Had the Public re- 
fceived a greater Benent, the 
Proprietors would alfo have 
received a greater. The Ar- 
gument, therefore, turns upon 
themfelves, if they fuppofe that 
the PubliCy who they would 
pretend have received fuch great 
Benefit from the Culture of the 
Fens, fliould. affift in the far- 
ther Improvement of them by 
the prefent ^heme : for the 
greater the Benefit is which the 
Public have received, the niore 
able are the Adventurers and 
Proprietors of the Fens to do 

without 
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athowt their Afliftancc. " The 
iiblie ., fufficiently difcharge 
their Obligations to the Ad- 
venturers, by affording them a 
ready and advantageous Sale for 
fuch Commodities as they may 
think fit to cultivate. But will 
not the Objedion to the Tax- 
ation by Tonnage come with 
double Force upon its Advo- 
cates, when we recoUeft, that 
though the Public, in an exten^ 
five Senfe^ receives the Advau'- 
tage, the Aim of the Bill is, to 
lay an exorbitant Tax (by Means 
of the Toll) upon the^^^ Coun- 
ties only which circumfcribe the 
Fens ?-*«*• 

B 3 The 
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The next Matter which the 
Inquiry into FaSis treats of, is. 
The Nature of the Con- 
tract. It defervcs fome At- 
tention ; and, I truft will be 
found to produce nothing in 
favour of the intended Mea- 
fures, though the whole Drift 
of the Argument is direded to 
that Purpofe. 

The Con trad, dn the Adven- 
turers' Side, confided of two 
Parts J ^* Thefirft was, to drain 
the Country ; the fecond, when 
it was drained, to preferve. it in. 
a drained State, by fupporting 
the Works that had been made, 
and by adding new ones, as 

'x Qccafipn 
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Occafion and Circumftances 
might require *." 

The Proprietors of the Fens^ 
on their Part, agreed to put the 
Adventurers in Pofleffion of 
their Reward of 95,000 Acres, 
as foon as xSitjirJi Part of their 
Contract was performed ; that 
is, as foon as the Fens fhould 
be drained .-^But let not the 
Reader imagine that the Earl 
and hi^ AfTociates were to fail 

* Thefe are the grand Outlines of the 
Contraft ; but there were other Agree- 
ments and Articles entered into by the Ad- 
venturers, which are, or will be, noticed 
in their proper Places \ and, had the 7»- 
quiry been for the Purpofe of Information^ 
they would probably have found a Place 
thcr^ alfo« 

B 4 of 
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of every Part of their Reward, 
if they ftiould fail in the Ex^cU- 
tiioii gf thtir w^ok Deiigu ; for, 
by the 6th Article of Agree- 
ment, whenever 30,000 Acres 
(out of the whole 300,000) 
ihould be drained, the Earl w^? 
to have a due Proportion allots 
ted out of it ; fo that no Htfi 
was run by the .Adventurers, 
iince there was no Doubt of their 
being able to drain fo fitiall a 
Portion j and, as they proceed- 
ed in the Execution of their 
Scheme, their Allowance in-r 
{rreafed accordingly. 

I thought proper to take No- 
tice of this Circumftance, be-r 
ipaufe the Writer of the- Infuky 
' ^ has 
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has been at more than lifual 
pains to imprefs his Reader with 
Ideas of the great Rijk the Ad- 
venturers ran by their Scheme ; 
and how much they deferve in 
Confequencel — His Intention 
is no where more apparent, and 
the little Reafon there is Aw 
allowing them any Merit on 
this Account, is no where more 
clear, than in the Confideration 
of this Part of his Book, which 
treats of the Nature of the Coti" 
traB* 

" It was, fays he, a Contra<9: 
of Hazlard ; and of that Sort 
that it could never be made 
on Terms of Equality ; fo as 
^at the Adventurers fhould 

receive 
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receive a Consideration cxadly 
equal to the Advantage which 
thofe with whom they contrac- 
ted were to derive from the 
Completion of the firft Part of 
the Contrad:, and a conftant At- 
tention to the Execution of the 
fecond Part." — Now, though, 
perhaps, the Terms of the Con- 
tra<9: could not be made on an ex- 
2i€t Balance j yet, I will venture 
to affirm, no Terms could have 
been devifed, that would have 
been fo likely to turn out to 
the Advantage of both Parties. 
The Benefit the Country would 
receive depended on the- Ad- 
vantage of the Adventurers ; 
iin4 *oke verfa^ that of the Ad- 
ventures 
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venturers pn the Good they 
fhould do to the Country.Their 
Inteiefts were infeparably con- 
ne6led ; were of the fame 
Kind ; and, in due Proportion 4 
It is abfurd to talk of any 
Merit in the Adventurers with 
regard to the Hazard^ They 
knew the Bufinefs they were 
about, and faw through all its 
Confequences, as well as the 
Party they had to contract with; 
and, it is not reafonable to fup- 
pofe, that they would elofe the 
Agreement on Terms of Difad^ 
vantage to themfelves. If there 
was Hazard ia the Undertak- 
ing, they took Care, no doubt, 
to raife their Terms according- 

iy. 
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ly. — As to the long Lift of Dif- 
ficulties and Obftacles which 
thefc Adventurers had to fur- 
mount, and which is given in 
this Part of the Inquiry ; fuch 
as cutting. Drains, making 
Banks through Bogs and Mo^ 
raffes, with other Things about 
Lakes, Outfals, Tides, Winds, 
and I know not what befides ; 
- — Does the Writer fuppofe 
tJiefe DiiHcuhies did not prefent 
tiiemfelves to the Mind$ of the 
Adventurers ? — There is no 
Doubt but they did, and influ- 
enced theTerms of the Contra<9: 
accordingly. They are all com- 
prehended under the Idea of 
JDrtf/W^g'— the Ad venturers were 

well 
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well acquainted wi£h their Power 
in impeding the Work they were 
going to undertake — and thofe 
with whom the Adventureri 
cohtra<^ed had no mean Opinion 
of that Power, or they would 
never have allowed the iih- 
menfe Quantity of 95,000 A^ 
cres for the Trouble of coun- 
tera^tmg it. 

The Subjeds which next 
come under the Ck>nfideratioa 
c^the Inquiry into FaBsy are. 
The Execution of the Con- 
tract, THE Situation of thb 
Contracting Parties at thi* 
Time, and the Causes which 
have brought about the pre- 
sent 
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SENT StAT£ op the GRfiAT Le» 

VEL. - ; ' ' : 

The firft Part of the Con- 
traft was performed : The 
Lands were drained,- and the 
Adventurers put in PoflHIlon 
of their Reward of 95,000 
Acres — It is from the Non- 
performance, on the Adventu* 
ters' Side, of the fecond Part of 
the Cohtrad, that the Level, 
which was once in a drained 
State, is brought into the fre- 
fent^ though not into that a- 
larmingf one, the Inquiry in- 
forms us, and would have us 
believe, it is now in. 

The 95,000 Acres were 
granted the Adventurers as well 

for 
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for the Performance of the^- 
cond Part of the Contra<a as the 
Jinft. The Fun,d:for perform- 
ing the fecond Part was railed 
by a. gradual Acre , Tax (fee 
Page 28. of the Inquiry) on the 
Adventurers* Land. ThatTax 
was deemed, by both Parties 
in the Contraa, a fufficient 
Pund for keeping the Works 
in proper Repair, and the Coun- 
try in a State of Drainage ; 
;«nd fo it would undoubtedly 
have proved, had the Adveur 
turers done their Duty : But* 
by the Negle(fl or Abandon^ 
ment of fome Part of their 
."Worlcs, they made Room for 
the Enemy to flow in upon 
t them ; 
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them ; which, had they at firA 
properly refifted, might - have 
been kept at a due Diftaace, 
or, in rome Meafure defeated y 
ax Jeaft, with a much lefs Ex-* 
pence th^n will now be reqMir* 
cd for that Purpofe. They 
were too greedy of the Profits 
of their Land, and were un^ 
willing to tax it to the full, 
though its own Preiervatioa 
depended thereon. By theft 
Means the Power of what ob-i- 
flru£i:ed their Scheme has ih^ 
creafed ; and (by the Inquirers 
Account) threatens to fpoil, to* 
gether with their own, thoie 
Lands which they had bound 
themfelves to fecurc. 

The 
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. Tne Advehttfrers tottiplalri" 
that the Fund for tne Pctforin^' 
ance of the feconki Part of the- 
Cent raft is 'not equal 'to the! 
Taflc for whiih it was' intend-.' 
cd; tiCt us • fdr a Moment' 
fuppofe * that this is the Cafe- 
at the prtfeht .Time \ that'-'the^ 

* _ ■ " ^ 

' Adventttre Eiands may hbt 'htmr 
bear fo' heavy a- Tscx as wlUbe ' 
neceflary to* put tke* Worka^ 
into good- Repair, and after- " 
wards prefcfve them.— ^Whcr^ 
lies the- Bldnie of this ? —on' 
the Achenturtrs, Erer)r one 
imows how much the. Difficult 

w 

* I would have the Reader only fuppofi 
this^ for it will not be found fo in jfad^ 

ties 
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ties of; Draining increafe by 
Negleft. What might have> 
been done, m a regular Pro- 
greffion, with a trifling Ex-. 
penc^) will now; cpft an enor-*; 
mous Sum to efFed.— Had the 
Adventurers fought with the 
Di£ficultics as they arofe ; had 
they, 48 much as they liad been 
abk, repaired the Breaches and 
Pccays of the feveral Works 
as they happened, and whlah 
they were bound to repair, there, 
would have been no need to 
have fought Afliftance from 
fych inequitable Means as axe 
jiow propofed. 

That the Adventurers have 
been able to do this, will ap- 
pear 
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pear pretty clearly, by (bme 
few Calculatiops of the Ex- 
pences they have been at, and 
the Sums they have received, 
fince the Conwiiencenient of 
the Undertaking ; and which 
fhall be made too, in part, 
from the Data found in the 
Inquiry. 

At Page 34 we are inform- 
ed that, the Execution of the 
firft Part of the Contrad coft 
the Adventurers the 



k. 



Sum of - JX.4°°'«>° 

The fecond Part (keeping the 
pountry in a drained State) 
coft them - ^ /^ 600,000 

fo that the whole Expence 

C 2 which 
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which they have been at to the 
prefent TiitiCj is jf 1,000,000 
exclufive of the Debt * which 
fe contra^ed. ■ — Let us now 
fee what the Adventurers have 
received, fince the Undertake 
ing was completed. 
The Rents of 95,000 Acres, 
on an Average of 7 s. 6d. per 
Acre, for 124 i- Years will be 
about - - ^4,ooojOoo 
They are now in Poflcffion of 
the LaAd^ which, if fold at 

30 Years Purchafe, would 

♦ The Debt is about ^^40,000* 

• . . - .... 

-f The. Fens were adjudged drained m 
the Year 1653-^Mr. Pomnall begins his 

Calculadons from the Year 1663. 

fetch 
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fetch -, >• ^i, 000,000 

jf 5,000,000* 
So that thefe complained Ad- 
venturers have received no lefs 
than jive Millions for the one 
Million which they have ex* 
pended on the Works. 

Mt. Pownaliy in 4 late Piifa- 
lication on the moft efFeAual 
Method of draining the Fens, 
hath, in a Poflfcripty taken 
Ibme Notice of the Pamphlet 
now under Confideration. What 
he has advanced is fo much to 

* A perfeft Estaftncfg is not obfcrved ia 
thefe Calculations 5 and, it is apprehended, 
when fuch large Sums arc concerned, ip 
wili not be required^ 

C a the 
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the Purpofe, and fo applicable 
to the Subjed more immedi- 
ately under our Notice, that 
J. need make no Apology for 
vfing it in this Place. 

** The fecond Part of the 
Contra<^, fayg Mr. Pownall (a- 
greeably to the Inquiry Page 
80) by which the 95,000 Acres 
were inade liable to a perpe- 
tual Ta3fation fpr the Support 
^nd JVfaintenance of the great 
Level in a State cjf D|-ainage, 
has, in 1 1 3 Years, that is, from 
1663 to 1776 coft 607,511/. 
which is, at an Average, taking 
it in a round Sum, 5,400/. per 
Ann. befid^s a gr?at P?bt incyr- 
Tcd, 

*« But 
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- ** But there is one other 
Cbntfition, Covenant, ahd A- 
gfeement, in this Contraft, to 
"which the eoritrading Adven* 
tutkhy and their Reprdenta- 
tivcs, the prefent Pofleffors of 
the 95,000 Acres, are bound ; 
iwhich 'fit's Inquiry iritis FaBi 
hath omitted to ftate to con- 
fideration. I will, therefore, 
ftate it from the A<3: of Parlia^ 
ment which recognized and 
enad^d this Contrad. It was 
a Condition and Covenant to 
which they were not only 
bound, but for the feeing of 
which executed, Commiffioners 
were eftabliflied with Powers 
ofSuperintendance, andofgiv- 

C ^ ing 
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ing Relief arid Remedy ; *hat 
the)f,.i)^iopl(i do npthing t.g: fffp 
^Prejudice of the Np^igatiefty nor 
any v^ayi €ihjiru&y . v^terrupti. • ^r 
render, it wonfe ,/»; the . Otffe^ 
Grmiy &r apy of the JUvefs pki^k 
rUn. through .tb^. Great X4e^l\ 
and that if they did any, • ways 
obftruiSt, damage,; or prejudiee, 
IsTavigation,' and did not i^ake 

good' and amend the fame af 
the proper Cofis.ahd Charge of 

the Corpqrationy the f^perin-! 
tending Commiflioners had 
Power to tax fhefe 95 ,000 /^cret 
for the keeping and preferving 
the Navagation. , 

*< The Fafts thus ftated, let 
V? fee how th? Qorpo,ration 

Pam-. 



1 
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Pamphlet (as. Mr. • Pownail very 
properly calls the Inquiry ir^tp 
FaSfsJ applies the Principles o( 
the propofed Bijl. It fays, that 
the executing the .firft Par* of 
th^ CpntraA coft 400,000/. by 
which moft of the Advcntu- 
rers were ruined . If they were 
ruined, their Ruin" muft have 
been the Co^ifequence of their 
riot executing, or, to ufe the 
Words of the Contra^, not ef^ 
feBifig the Work : For, if they 
ha4 effedually drained the 
X^ands, and . that at the CoJOb 
and Charge, of no more than 
4/. per Acre, which 400,000/. 
lor 95,000 Acres, does' not much 
exceed, they cpuld not have 

been 



C +2 ] 

Ixeen niiri^d ; for thefe Lands 
fo drained muil have been 
worth much more than 4/. per 
Aere, more than double. 

" Well, but the continued 
Execution of the fecond Part of 
the Contra<9:, that is, the main- 
taining thefe Lands in a State of 
Drainage, hath coft 607,518/. 
in all above a Million^ fo rea- 
fons the Inquiry. But as this 
laft 600,000/. is but the Sum 
total of the, Expenditure of 
113 Years, that is, from 1663 

* 

to 1776 ; the Average annual 
Expericc has be^n but about 
5,400/. (taking a round Sum) 
out of a Fund of 30,000/. per 
Ann, And yet the Inquiry 

ftates 



r 
i 
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ftates it as one of the Fads in 
this Cafe, that this Fund is in^ 
adequate to the End ; and de- 
ficient, as Ways and Me^ns, to 
the Service to which it was ap~ 
propriated ; and, therefore, 
concludes to the Juftice and 
Neceflity of a further Aid by 
Taxes on the Free Landi, and 
by a Toll of Tonnage on 
Na,vigation. Which Lands by 
the exprefs Terms of the Con- 
tr^d:, confirmed by Ad of Par- 
liament, were to be free and ex- 
empt fromallTaxes; and which 
JVavigatioft was not only to be 
free and uninterrupted, but to 
be kept fo at the proper Coft 

and 



i 
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and Charge of thefe Adven^ 
jturers, the Corporation. 

" Th? Inquiry fajrs, that the 
300,000 Acres arc worth 
100,000/, pqr Ann. the 9^,000 
Acres, therefore, Part of thole 
300,000 Acres, muft be worth 
^about 30,000/. per Ann. A 
Tax of 5,400/. per Ann. at an 
Averagie, is between a fifth and 
iijcth Part of that Rent, or about 
three Shillings and Six-pence 
in the Pound. Now, I am 
greatly at a lofs, even with the 
Aid of the Inquiry^ to make 
out, how a Service, which in 
113 Years hath, upon an Ave- 
rj^ge, called for but (hree Shil- 
lings 
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Rngs and Six-'pencs in fhe'F timet 
of the Rent of a certain Fund 
in Land, the whole PreelioM of 
which was originally Itable to 
that Fund, can be faid to have 
exceeded the JPiowers of the 

» • • • 

Fund, while the Rcfidue cf not 

r - 

only the Rent (public Taxes 
paid) but the Freeholid itfelf 
(given and accepted as the 
Confideration and full Recom- 
pence) fhould remain liable, 
not only to all Expences, but 
to the diichargiiig all Debts. 
By what Law 6r Juftice, or 
how in common Senfe (if the 
Pofleffors of the Free Lands 
are diftinift Pcrfons, in fa<fti 
from the Boffeffors of the 

95)OOo 
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95)OOo Acres) can they expert 
the Free Lands and Navigation, 
to be taxed and tolled, not 
only as a farther Aid to farther. 
Engagements, but,/« order to^ 
difcbarge the Debts, of the Cor-, 
f oration^ which thefe Adven- 
ture Lands . are not only by 
Law a Fund for, but are, by 
the Account of the Corpora- 
tion7Pamphlct itfelf, compe- 
tent to. 

• ■ « 

" It is equally beyond the 
Scope of my Faculties to in- 
veftigate by what Juftice or 
Reafon, or on what Principles, 
thefe Adventurers and their 
Reprefentatives, Pofleflbrs .of 
the Adventure Lands, who 

are 
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are bound to the makihg, pre- 

ferving, and keeping, the Na- 
vigation in the Oufe, Grant, 
and fuch other navigable Ri-> 
vers as pafs through the Level, 
and {o bound, that if any of 
thefe Rivers be obftruiSbcd, in-, 
terrupted, or made worle than 
th^ were in the fixth of King 
Charlies the fir ft, ; they muft 
repair and make good the &mQ 
^t the proper Cofts and Charge 
of the. Corporation, can, un- 
der the prefent perverted, ob- 
truded, interrupted State of 
the Navjg^jion, call upon, or 
expe£b, the coiyimercial Inter- 
eft and : Confumers, ; living in 
tM Cpuutiej. furrounding thefe 
. . - Fens, 



Fens, to load themfelves with 
the Payment of TqIU^ injtead of 
rtcewhtg • Remedy for th4- Pre- 
judice tilready done to Naviga- 
tion ; and, inftead of enjoying 
(aaf was their -ancient Right) a 
Free Navigation^ to fubmk to- 
ffsetttik -and ttipy the fame 
Kereaftcr, uiid6r • fock Lat««s, • 
Otdb-s, and ^Liftiit^tioft^, as- 
tfte Corpor^a/ikh^i who, by this . 
B3), »m$ to acq«ii9e the Betie^ 
ihf of k, fhaU b)^ «hdjr; Bye«Lilw« 
fnbjeait to.** — 

F7 all that Mr. Psu^haffhas 
herec adyancted, k is ieyident, 
that the Adveflftiferi, freiift 
dieir firft Incorporation is& the 
prrefent Time, have been in 

Pofleffion 
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poffeflion of i Fund amply fuf- 
ficent for performing every 
Condition of the Contradl \ 
that they have had an Income 
of 30,000/. per Ann. out of 
which they liave expended on 
their Works no more than 
5,400/. per Ann. that, there- 
fore, whatever State of Decay 
their Works may now be in, 
it has beein owing to their own 
Greedinefs and Negleft, and 
not to their Want of Ability, 
that they are not in as good 
a State at this Moment, as they 
were at the firft Hour of their 
Completion. — It is alfo equal- 
ly evident, that, whatever In- 
jury the Navigation have re- 

D ceived ; 
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ceived ; whatever Repair they 
may now ftand in Need of, it 
is a Duty abfolutely incum- 
bent on the Adventurers to 
reftore them to a perfe<9: State 
of Reparation, without any 
Way burthening the Naviga- 
tions for fuch Purpofe. But 
more of this hereafter. 

To proceed with the In- 
quiry. — In order to evade the 
Charge on the Negled and Un- 
willingnefs oftheAdventurers,in 
the Performance of the fecond 
Part of the Contradt, we are pre- 
fented with what are called the 

4 

Cdufes^ which have brought a- 
hout the prefent State of the 
Level y but, they are all fefol- 

vable 
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vable into the ill ConduA of 
the Adventurers. 

To make out thefe Caufes, 
the Writer of the Inquiry re- 
verts to his old Argument in 
Favour of the Adventurers, the 
Hazard of the ContraSl. ** It 
is to be remembered, fays he, 
that it was originally a Con- 
trad: of Hazard. The Ex- 
pence of the Contractors de- 
pended on the Element of Wa- 
ter and Air, whofe Operations 
are not the Objeds of Calcu- 
lation. Had thefe Elements, 
continues he, favoured the Un- 
dertaking, and the winter Sea- 
fons been conftantly kind, 
the great Expences, occafioned 

D 2 by 
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by extraordinary Floods, had 
been {aved."— Now, all this 
IS nothing more than laying, 
that if the Adventurers had 
had no Obllacles to contend 
with, in the Progrefs of their 
Works, they would have made 
a much better Bargain than 
they did. When the ContraA 
was entered into, could the 
Adventurers poffibly expedl 
that the Elements of Water 
and Air would ceale to oper- 
ate according to their eftablifli- 
ed Nature ? Could they ex- 
ped: the winter \Seafons 
would be conjiantly kind, for 
a hundred Years together, a- 
gainft their own — againft uni- 

verfat 



verfal Experience tp the con- 
trary ? — Till the Writer of the 
Inquiry can make it likely that 
the Adventurers were poffeflbd 
with fuch unaccountable No- 
rtions, it adduces nothing againft 
the Fairnefi of the Contradl, 
or in Excufe for the Negled: 
,of the Adventurers (in not 
performing the fecond Part of 
it) to exhibit the Difficulties 
that were to be overcome. 

The prefent Situation of the 
Lev^l by no Means proves 
(which is afferted) that the 
Terms of the Coatradt, from 
the hazardous Nature of it, 
were difadvantagcous to the 
Adventurers. All that is there- 

D 3 by 
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by proved, is, that the Ad- 
venturers have not performed 
their Part ; viz. keeping the 
Country in a proper State of 
Drainage : For which Purpofe, 
one third of the whqle. Level 
was all the Adventurers de- 
fired to receive, and all the 
other Party in the Contraft 
thought proper to give : — Bint, 
furely, there is , no Reafon to 
complain of the Hazard of 
the Bargain, if the Bargain it- 
felf turns out to their Advan- 
tage. For the 95,000 Acres 
of Land the Adventurers haVe 

» 

paid a Million \ for this Million 
they have received n&zily four 
Millions^ and are ftill in Pof- 

feflion 
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feflion pf the 95,000 Acres, — 
while, to theirShartiebe it fpoken, 
*' tie Undertaking is in yeopar- 
dy" and the Lands which 
yielded to fo great a Diminu- 
tion in Favour of the Adven- 
turers, are, by them, threatened 
with a RetrogrefHon into their 
original State. 

It is faid that the Works 
which were firft made for the 
Purpofes of Draining, are, from 
the Alteration in Commerce, 
Roads, • &c. no longer capable 
of performing their intended 
Offices. The EfFed which the 
Improvements in Commerce, 
Agriculture and other Mat- 
ters are fuppofed to have had 

D 4 upon 
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upon the Great Level, is heigh- 
tened and enlarged, far beyond 
,the Power of fuch Caufes! — 

■ > 

•But, allowing them to have 

had fome little Power in mili- 

stating againft the Works of 

the, Level ; thofe Works virould 

moft probably have been able 

tD.fuftain this additional Force, 

'_ had their original Power never 

been reduced^;-: • which, it is 

evident, o^gh^bot: to.Jiave been. 

But, thofe Wo^ks, which an- 

'fwered all the Purpofes of the 

, firft Drainers, are no longer in 

.the fame State they were. 

Their Power and Capacity, in 

■ the Adl of Draining, are con- 

fiderably diminiflied, from the 

Non- 
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'Kon-perfdrmance of the' ife- 
cond Part of the "Contiradt. 
Some tHfough Negled have 
been in a M^inner ch6akeii up''; 
others have been left linfub- 
ported to the Waters Vhlth 
are contiiiually a£tirig KpOh. 
them; arid others . abaridbned 
to the flow but certain Decay 
of Nature. Had thefe how- 
ever, been well attended to ; 
had they been kept in a pro- 
per State of Reparation ; there 
is good Reafon to conclude, 
that they would have anfwered 
.. all the Purpofes for which they 
were at firft intended, through 
Ages, in fpite of this trifling 
Addition to the Power they 

have 
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have to contend with. But ha4 
this Power been of much 
greater Confequence, . it was 
.the Duty of the Adventurers 
to render their Works fupe- 
rior to it. They were not 
only bound " to fupport the 
' Works that had been madey but 
alfo to add new Ones, as Occd- 
fions .and Circumfiances might 
require*'' See Inq. Page 19. 

The Caufes of the prefent 
State of the Level are clofed, 
by urging the Decreafe of the 
' Value of Money as no incon- 
fiderable one. But a Moment's 
Confideration will ihew, that 
the Writer of the Inquiry has 
caft his Eye only on one Side 

of 
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of the Queftion. That the 
Decreafe of the Value of Mo^ 
ney hath increafed the Value 
of Labour, (and, of courfd, 
the Expence of the Adventu;- 
rers) is readily allowed : But, is 
it not a well knowji Fad:, that 
the Value of all Lands has in- 
creafed in Proportion ? The 
Lands of the Adventurers 
would, therefore, have borne 
a higher Taxation, equal to 
that Increafe of Expence, if 
they had thought proper to 
have laid it on them. Their 
not choofing, however, to do 
this, 'will account for the pre- 

fent Situation of the Level. 

>. 

This is the ground Work for 

the 
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ifie whole CompkifH: : They 
hofm been unwilling to ta^c 
i;heir Adventure Lands for the 
Support of the Works they ha^ 
-bound themfelves to maintain ; 
.and fo have brought rthem- 
:^lves into a Situation, from 
-which they pretend they can- 
'aiot be delivered without ex- 
tcaneous Affiftance. 

The laft and moft ma- 
terial Part of the Inquiry 
•comes now to be conlider- 
6d ; namely, The most pro- 

<BABLB AND EQUITABLE 'MeANS 

of reueving the Under- 
taking FROM THE Situa- 
tion IT hath fallen into ; 
AND THE Consequences op its 

REMAIN- 
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REMAINING IN THE StATE IT H 

is in, without any farther 
Attempts to retrieve it. 

It is the inequitable Mode 
of relieving the Undertaking, 
intended by the Bedford Le- 
vel Corporation in their prefent 
Application to Parliament, that 
has io juftly alarmed all the 
Counties which, furround the 
Fens, and excited them to an 
tmiverfal and ftrenuous Oj^pch- 
fition to it.— Unconnedted as 
they are with the Scheme of 
Drainage, they find that th^ 
Aim of the Bill is diredled 
chiefly againft them ; that the 
NiwigationSy which fupply 
them with . Coals :and other 

Articles 
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Articles are to be burthened 
with a Toll produdive of a 
Fund that will be more than 
fufHcient for all the Purpofes 
of Draining ; that, fhould the 
Bill take Place in its prefent 
Form, the Adventurers^ in a 
little Time, will be difburthen- 
ed of the Expence of keeping 
their Banks in ^Repair ; and the 
Country which receives the Be- 
nefit, nay, almoft its Exiftence, 
from Drainage, will be no lon- 
ger neceflitated to contribute 
any Thing to its ' own fup- 

* 

port. — The Navigations are to 
do alL They are to raife a 
Fund large enough for the 
Execution and Support of every 

Scheme 
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Scheme the Adventurers have 
determined upon for the Be- 
nefit of their Property ; and 
which, by the bye, ceafes to be 
their's, when they no longer 
perform the Conditions of the 
Contrad. — But, why all this 
fhould be done by a fmall Por- 
tion of the Public, for the Be- 
nefit of the Eftates of Indivi- 
duals ; why the Navigations 
fhould be depreffed by fuch an 
infupportable Burthen, when 
it is evident, they have hi- 
therto been rather injured 
than benefited by the Works 
of Drainage, and can receive 
little or no Benefit in future, 
and only require a Pafiage 

through 
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iH^oiigh the Fens, whi<;h they> 
ligy^ ^ Right to 4ei3ian<l with- 
out any Impedimept — - are 
Qupftions, which, it js apprcr 
feended, caniipt ealily be anr 
fwered. 

The mechanical Part of this 
Matter j that is, the Way qf 
curing the Evils which impec^e 
the Draining, is mentioned by 
the Inquirer under fevetaj Par- 
♦ticulars. ** Thefe," ffiys he, 
"" are the great Objecfls to be at- 
fihieved: for, if thefe Worjis 
.b^ properly executed and con- 
.tinyed, the Great Level wjll 
bq.^r^ined, will continue drain- 

To 
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Toiffing, tjien, die Ccmn^ 
tiy and the Works of Drainage 
into Kirch a proper State a& ib 
here required, die jSum Joi 
75yOoo2. is, by tke Bill, in>> 
•tended to be raUed» The 
Sxpenditi^'e of tbis Bom 
ewiU. remflate the Level in 
'iudi Security as the Advo- 
-cates <si£ -the Bill are de- 
^£ix>us of. Wiaen .thus fecuced, 
4^ Benefit ithe Adventure 
iL^nds wouid thence derive, 
fwoidH, ]K> Doubt, enable them 
-to bear, a Tax equal to the 
-Support of thefe iVyorks. 
hog the Reader's Attentjon.-rT- 
•Now, if the Adventurers .weiie 
Jtobe presented by the Coun- 

£ ties 



t 66 ] 

■tics furrounding the Fens with 
this Sum of 75,000/. For the 
Purpofe they want it, without 
ever requiring either Principal 
or; Intereft from them,, would it 
not feem that a great and fuf- 
jficent Mei3n of completing the 
Defign 6f draining the Levd 
had been acquired by the Ad- 
venturers ? An Aid to the Ex- 
ecution of their Part of the 
Gjntraa which they : never 
could poflibly have expe<9:ed ? 
which the original Contradors 
had no Idea of? — Yet this im- 
menfe Gift (for fo let us reck- 
• on it) would be a Trij^e to the 
Demand, which the Adventu- 
rers are now endeavouring to 

make 
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make on thofe particula,t.CQunr? 
ties, by Means of the inteiided 
Toll on the Navigations. — It 
wiU clearly appear fo by the 
following' galcula^qn..;;.: . 
. There cope up thcr Navigar 
tions from Liynn yearly througli 
t;he Fens Coals, Chal.;;96|Ooe 

Com Ton. ,30,000 
varipus Goods 14,000 






K ' 



•*r» 



In all 140,000 



which, at is. per Ton (the in- 
tended additional Toll) will 

amount to - - £7^^^ 
We may reckon the interior 

Trade at - - >Ci>ooo 
" The mfleacb Trade, moder- 

E 2 ' ately, 
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So that'^¥^6' to 4 Stffe tto 
^M^\Hil Bfe Ml^a JJSfi/ir by 

K£vi^tiM 'tHg Toll i& 
9f6t^ dlfcfentfti^* after a li^ 
%Mf Tike/'^hJihft!i« Purpofet 
of Uraining are anfwered ; but 
It IS to continue /or ever* The 
_75>ooq/. j;o be raifed, as well 
ras the raft Income which the 
additional Toll will produce, 
is to be lodged in the Hands, 
and to be at the intire Difpa- 
. ijal or the ^Bedford Level Cor- 
jpration.*^ — The Tolls on the 

Navi- 



iji ^h^ Space pf $ qr. 19 T'^ara 

bprrpwed rQji t^he Credit o£ 
them ; an4, ^fyjy^af^^ ;^PH^ 

bepome th? PfQpf%. 9f"-Tn 

Ijer^ni>.b?/sippl9y^df9rit}i,eir 
e?fcluiive Benefit? Will jhf. 
9pqd of the Naj^iga^^/^s . b| 

paoe thought pf \^ ^^^^^ 
^ill iv),t j:jie wh(jjf Inppffie J?9 
ecnplpjred to pay pfF ,th,e di^ 
Peit Qo^tra<^^d o^ ^ljie.i|raijlr. 
ifig Scheme J ^nd, i^i the ;Etid, 

• Excluding the Tax on the Free 
Lands, of which we ihall fpeak pre- 
fCDdy. 

E 3 will 
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will tiicy not intifely exone- 
rate the "whole Lands of the 
IL,evel of every Tax, of every 
Burthen whatfoev^r ?~Had the 
Navigations been the Jole Caufe 
of bringing the Level into its 
prefent Stated this Demand 
of the Adventurers would have 
appeared a moft unjuft one ;• 
i^nce the Fund to be raifed 
will not only put the Level 
into its original State of Drain- 
age, but will be more than 
fufHcient to continue it for 
ever in that State, independ- 
ent of any Tax whatever on 
thofe Lan^s which were bound 
for the Prefer vation of the 
Works, and whofe very Ex- 

iftence 
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iftence depends thereon. 

Surely, fuch great, fuch ma- 
nifeft, Injuftice never appear- 
ed before upon the Face of 
any -Meafures offered for the 
San<5tion of Parliament ! — Were 
the Navigations to lend their 
Affiftance in putting the Le- 
vel into its JlrJ State of Driain- 
age (and that in Proportion 
to the Share they may be fup- 
pofed to have had in bringing 
about its frefent State) it would 
be all that could be rea^ 
fonably expeded of them. But 
to endeavour to throw the 
whole Weight of draining the 
Fens, and keeping them drain- 
ed, upon the Navigations^ is, 

E 4 furely. 
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furely, a mod uojuftiiiaJble 
Attempt. In Truths the Ad- 
venturers have no Claim at 
all on the Navigations for any 
Affiftaiicd whatever. Thejr 
were bound by the Cohtfad, 
and thej have had a fufiicient 
Fulid in their Powierj to fujp- 
port tHeir Works againfl atiy 
unexposed Contingencies. 

As to any Advantage the 
Navigations an: fupipofed to 
have received from the Works 
of Drainag^ ; Hirdy fto daiitt 
will lie i^iinft them an that 
Accotmt.— Tbe fieneiit they 
haVe received (if they have 
recHved anjr?) wasadvaatitious ; 
mithet Jbtegbt . for "kxy tht Na- 
vigators, 
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vigatork, nor intended by tlie 
Adventurers* It aroTe from 
the Execution of a ^vourite 
Scheme of^ the latter, which 
has turned out greiatly to 
their Advantage. Could 

the ordinal Adventurers, I 
would afk, ever even dream 
of a future Application to the 
Navigations for AiliiSiance in 
Iraining the Fens ? It is plain 
they never thought of any 
iuch Thing* They regarded 
the Navigations as quite ia>- 
dependent of their Scheme of 
Drainage ; and with this Idea, 
Iboimd thetofelves that uo Da- 
iftiage Should be :&fftain©d by 
th^m in Confeqtuenioe. But 

if 
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if an immoderate Toll te laid^ 
by their Succeflbrs, on the 
Goods conveyed by thefe Na-< 
ligations, a great, and, I truft, 
an undeferved Damage will; be 
thereby fuftained. 
. But it is far from being ad- 
mitted that the Navigations 
have received any, the leaft. 
Benefit from the Drainage of 
the Fens ; nayi it is contended 
that they have received con- 
£derable Hurt therefrom. The 
Inquirer has done well to en- 
deavour to invalidate the Tcf- 
tlmony of Mr. Bttdejlade^ . 2i'& 
well reipe<9:ing the good State, 
of the Navigations before the 
Scheme of Drainage took Place,. 

as 
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as the Injury fuftained by 
them in Conlequence or its 
Execution. Badejlades Book 
is of confiderable Importanee 
and indubitable Authority ; 
and is applied to upon all 
Occafions refpe6ting the an- 
cient State of the Level. The 
Fa£ls related are fupported 
with fuch a Body of Evidence 
that it is not poffible for any 
one to overturn them. The 
Mattel" refts not on mere Af- 
fertion, but the Affidavits of 
many Perfons of Credit are 
given, which put it beyond 
the leaft Doubt as to the Truth 
of the Fads recorded. 

We 
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We ton, . th^, ^ha^ pre- 
^ou^ tq thi? Works. ^f tbp 

Adventurers, from the A^^^P-: 
dajQce of frefli Water§ deC- 
ceoding from the Countie? 
fiirroundipg the Fens, ^3fu\. 
from the great and unreftraio- 
ed Influx and Reflux of the 
Tides, the feveral Rivers ia 
^e Fens were prejferved jn a 
proper 3taite for N^vjg^ion ^ 
ib deep and eonvenibent, thftt 
Vcflel^ c^rrpng from 15 to 
40 * Tons Burthen jog^d^ 
Hiany Voyages ^n a Year from 
Xjfnn up the fevera} Rlv;er$ 

• The Vcffels now run, in general,, from 
8 to 12 Tons Burthen 

within, 
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whJiih, and Svhicfh cotntnnm^ 
6atie '<vith, the Ijevfei ; and 
dd^, Vithbtrt the Ol3!ftru<ai<fli8* 
Chaf g6s umd iDetays which 
td<^ /^kce ^erwarcfs fro^ 
tile flrleaiDii of Sbices aiwt 
o^h'er Wdtks oif the Advea- 
ttif fcYS.— -IThiis K -dlearly made 
to api^ear iti 'the da/e ofkhk 
^d'bigisffi^s 'an^ ^rttdt lately 
Yi^liflied: \ fliall 4jeg Leavfe 
^6 '^^ la f age ■ dr tWo from 
l:hat ^Bodk in the Author's <iwn 
^6rds. 

"^<**6y the StoppageoT the Tides 
^cmt 6f -ithe Rivers Oufe^ Nene^ 
^c.^by thfe cuttohg of the loo 
^fodt Rivet fo fhaUoW, and by 
'tfhe 'Ei-e<^ion '6f £knvery • Wai- 
ter % 
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tir\ Lode, ana other Sluices, 
the large. VeflfiU. with whicli 
the Trade ufed to he earned 
on pyev^ous to thofe Works, 
were obliged to be laid afide 
for. want of a.fufEcietit Pepth 
of Water, and fmall ?oats or 
■ Lighters were at firft fubilitw- 
ted which could carry but 
fmall Burthens, as they were 
haled and towed along; the 
Rivers by Men walking on 
the Sides thereof ; which mak- 
ing their Paffage long, and 
tedious, it of Necefllty increaf- 
ed the Freight of Goods, and 
Merchandize ; and in order 
to carry on the Trade with 
more Expedition and Advan- 
tage, 



•^•' , '\r . .- 
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jta'gie, it became aMblutelyne- 
ceflary to increafe the Size and 
N umber oEtliefe Boats or Light- 
ers ; and to put them into 
Trains of feveral faftened to 
each other (called Gangs) and 
to hale them with Horfes upon 
the Shorcs^and Banks of the ie- 
veral Rivers, even froni their 
firft Departure from the Town 
of Z^»».'' ■ 

TheObftacles and great Ex- 
pcndes attending this new Modfc 
of navigating, were increafed 
by a Demand on the Naviga- 
tions for the Ufe of the Banks 
lying between the Level anfl 
the Town of Lynn, \ 

" The 
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<« The Banks on hoth ^dei 
the Ou/e from Ljim to j^ewm^ 
iam Bridge j(i 2 or ; ii4 Miles ill 
ijengrfi) ^are. |)(rivate JRroperty; 
«LAd the /Ovviiiers Jtiheixof: Itave 
idemafukd of the Naiugatioas 
certain Faipneats forjthcLilire of 
iinem, Thefb !Pa|rm£3iCs hase 
heevi increased fi;om Time to 
Time, 4U:coi:dii^ >t)o (ffhenWiill 
and Pleafure of the Owmess a£ 
tliefe Bsflks, -and are coowa yery 
%6avy ^tdten on the tslaazigatir- 
"ons, «tit^rdy ocq^oaeifi b^ the 
Works ^ the Undcrtalters :puti- 
icting the 'Watermea uiukr ithe 
I i^Neceflityof altering their foBmer 
manner of navigating, which 
vuwas by Mad and Sail and Help 

of 



[ 8t 3 

of Tides, without the Expeace 
of Horfes. 

<* The Works of the Under- 
takers were to be without Pre- 
judice to Navigation ; by 
which the Navigatoi^s under-- 
ftood they were to be freiq 
from Taxes, Tolls or Dutieaj 
and have (as is expref^ly faid 
they (hould) a free Paf&ge oa 
the Banks to be- made by the 
Undertakers ; notwitykanding 
which, many heavy Charges 
and Incumbrances have already 
fallen on the Trade and Nat- 
vigatioa of Ltynny partieularly 
by the Navigation of the River 
Nme^ which was fo obftn»£fcd: 
OP rendered ufelefs to the Na- 

F vigators, 
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vigators, by the Negled of the 
Bedford\uCVt\ Corporation, and 
by their Permiffion of Engines 
or Mills to be ere6ted on the 
Sides thereof, that the Trade 
was obliged, about twenty- 
three Years fince, to fubmit 
to a Tonnage of Six-pence per 
Ton for the getting a Paflage 
through the Fens, and re- 
ftoring that Navigation; an 
Incumbrance of 800/. per Ann. 
on that Branch of the Trade 
from Lynn, The Navigation 
alfo of the Grant from Clay- 
hithe to Cambridge^ for want 
of the Depth of Water which 
it formerly had by the Influst 
of the Tides, was obliged to 

be 



C «3 ] 

t 

be fluicfed to keep up Head ^ 
of Water, which brought a fur- 
ther Expence on the Naviga- 
tors. 

« It is trUe that the Trade 
of JLynn is of late Years greatly 
iticreafed, by extending the 
Navigations far beyond the 
Level of the Fens, but the 
Works neceflary, for making 
thofe Navigations, and carrying 
the Trade to fo great a Dif- 
tance, has been attended with 
Very great Expences ; info- 
much, that the Tolls pay- 
able on Account of thefe 
extended Navigations, added 
to the Tolls of the JVe^e and 
Grants and Payments for ha- 

F 3 ling 
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ling on the Bai^ks WtWe^i 
L^n ^aiid Dattver Sluice^ atid 
on fbme !l^nk» wkbin the Le- 
vel of the Fens, are fb aceu- 
mulated 9 Burthen on the 
Trade, that it Will not bear 
an)r further Charge. An4 ia 
Gaie any additional Charge: 
ihould be laid on Trade by the 
piopofed Corporation Bill, . it 
is feared that the Burthen will 
befo heavy as to oecafion, a 
much greater Part oi. the 
Country towards the Extent 
of the feveral Navigctfions, 
than there now is, to get fup- 
plied with Coals, one of the 
principal Articles of Con- 
fumption> from the InlancI 

Pits, 
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Kts, X» tiae ^liejttdice of the 
Revenue, and to tlie Detri- 
"^ftc^t of the Trade and Port 
ofl>y,t«*»'* 

4 

* This is particidariy the Cafe, wkh 
refped .to the wellcrn Extremity of the 
Navigation of the Nenc. One of the 
iimidir^s iof the navugabie Caoal nov ma- 
iling from Coventry to Opcfcrd (com- 
monly called the Oxford Canal) approaches 
fo near the weftcrn Divifion of the N^ne^ 
thilt the PU <^al brought ipto North- 
amptonjhire by the former already inter- 
feres confiderably with the Sea Coal(zs it 
is called) brought from Z^fnn by the lati- 
t^r. The Reafons fpr prrfcrring either 
are fo. nearly equal with the Confumers, 
that any new Burthen laid on the Sea Coal 
i¥iU' operate ib much m favour of the 
^^r, as to prove a fevere , Stroke on the 
Navigation of the J^ene^^ and on the Trade 
^iib Zynn^ carried 6n by Means thereof, 

F 3 Where 
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Where' then is the Propriety 
of the Claim on the Naviga- 
tions which thefe Adventu^- 
rers have thought proper to 
fet up, for the Benefit they 
have received from the Works 
of Drainage ? The Navigar- 
tions, before the Execution of 
thefe Works were in good 
Order for the Purpofes of 
Trade and Comimercej and the 
feveral Rivers in the Fens ca- 
pable of iuflaining much hea- 
vier Burthens than they are 
at prefent. With a, much 
better Face might the Nar- 
vigators claim a Recompence 
for the Injury they have re- 
ceived 
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ceived from the Drainage. All 
the Obftrudions, Delays, 
Charges for the Ufe of Banks, 
both within and without the 
Level (on the Lynn Side) which 
the Navigations now labour 
under, have been owing either 
to the Nature or to the Ne- 
gle<a of the Works of the Ad- 
venturers; The whole Un- 
dertaking was engaged for that 
Part of the Contra<9: which 
declares that no Prejudice 
whatever ihall be done to 
Navigation 5 and a Court of 
Equity would undoubtedly 
give the dcfired Relief. 

But the Adventurers feem 
not to build their Hopes ojf 

F 4. Succefs 
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5uccefs fo tmidi on the Good 
dicy fiippofe tlteir Works have 
done to the Navigations, as 
xm the Injury the Navigations 
have done to their Works. — 
"The Navigators are eharged 
Vkh injuring the Works of 
the Level by the prefoit Mode 
xjf navigating, which is by 
Horfes haling along their 
^anks. But, 1 would aflc, 
what made this Mode of na- 
vigating • neceflary ? Was it 
hot the Works of the Adven- 
tnircrs ? Deprived c^ their 
ancient Method, they were 
neceflitated to adopt the pre- 
fent ; and nothing but Ne- 
cclTity .could have brought • oh 

a Change 
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'9. Cfiange from an eafy and 
Tincxpenfive Mode,, to an ol>- 
fin*6fced, tedious, and' burthen- 
fome one.— If then the Works 
of tlie Adventurers deftroyed 
the old Method of navigating 
through the Level, is it not 
reafonable that they (hould 
furnifh . the Navigators with 
another ? But it is not from 
the Reafinablenefs of the Thing 
only that the Navigators ex- 
peft to be thus accommoda- 
ted ; they demand the Ufe of 
the Adventurers' Banks for the 
Purpofe of navigating, as a 
clear and imqueftionable Right ; 
the original Undertakers hav- 
ing exprefsly agreed that their 

Banks 
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3ianks fliouU be fubjedl to the 
Ufe of the Navigators for ha- 
ling Ways, without any Charge 
or Hindrance whatever. 

But let us fee what thefe 
Adventurers fuiFer, according 
to their own Account, by the 
Ufe the Navigators make of 
their Banks. 77>ejy fay that 
their Banks reach 170 Miles, 
and that the Damage done by 
the Navigators could not be 
repaired, on an Average, un- 
der about 8/. per Mile, per Ann, 
fo that, according to this Reck- 
oning, the Damage the Na- 
vigations do to the Works of 
the Level . amounts to 1,360/. 

a Year. Now, allowing this 

to 
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to be a fair State of the Cafe, 
with what Face can the pre- 
fent Adventurers require an 
annual Income of 9 or 10,000/. 
from the Navigations, as a, 
Compienfation for this Damage. 
But, after all, this Account 
ought to have been fubfcribed 
by the Adventurers, Errors 
excepted % for it will be found 
on Examination, that a con^ 
iiderable Part of thefe 170 
Miles confifts of DiftriiEb- 
B.anks, Turnpike Roads, &c 
for the Ufe of which Tolls * 



* Whether the Btdf«rd Level Corpora- 
tion receive any of thefe Tolls is beft known 
to themfelves : Certain it is, that the Navi- 
gators pay thpm. 

have 
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hsLVt already been impofid oft 
die Navigations. It k alfe 
quitse a doubtful Matter whe- 
dier the Hories haling oa tlie 
Baaiks ha^e iiot done mtliar 
Servke . than Injury thereto. 
One of the Adventurei^s' *«>« 
Witoefies (in a late Eicamiina^ 
tioa be&>rc a Committee of 
tine Houfe of Commons) fay$, 
tliat if the Horfes were to keep 
at the 7^/r of the Banks when 
-they hale, he thought they 
might be of Service to them. 
The Top of the Banks is the 
Place which the Horfes ufu- 
ally hale upon ; it is the fafeft 
and moft convenient for them ; 
and the AiUftance. they afford 

the 
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tjie Banks in preying dbwik 
and confolidatiing thea:]^ k a 
fbi^cieiit Recompe^ee for now 
and then kicking ofF a Bit of 
Dirt ifttp the Riv<5r ;. an4 .it 
will probably, at a pfope? Seit- 
fon, f£^tisfa<^orily be pfcwedl^ 
that thofe Banks, whkh 1^ 
Navigators have ufcdl for W- 
ling Way*, have been-lefe^ fcTr 
able to Breaches and Decays^ 
than tholb which werf sev^ 
W^de U^ of for that FuFpo^e* 
— If whjat is here ^«atiqe4 
be, tnae, op, iri^eed, if it . her 
doubtful) the ^yh$^ Pe^n^^ 
even: of the t/^dol. above me^. 
tioned (if the AdyeBiturer* i»^ 
keen nxxfeft enough to have 

afked 
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s^td no more) would fstll at 
once to the Ground. 

But there is another Pre-^ 
tence fet up by the Adven- 
turers in their p^efent Appli-* 
cation to Parliament, in which 
their Kindnefs for the Naviga- 
tioiJI is remarkably Confpi- 
cuous« ' The Works, fay they, 
which are intended to be exe-» 
cuted under the prefent Scheme 
will be very beneficial to Navi- 
gation.— Whoever ei^amines the 
Works intended to be done 
will perceive that they are all 
Works of Drainage^ intended 
for no other Purpofe than 
rendering the Lands of the 
Great Level, belonging to the 

Ad- 



I 



[ 9S ] 
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Adventurers and others, of 
more Value than they are of 
at prefent. As far as thefe 
Works may operate in making 
the Navigation better, fo far 
may the Navigators rely on the 
Afliftance of the Drainers, but 
not a tittle farther. — But, if 
the intended Works were to 



put the Navigations into better 
Order than it is poffible for 
them to do (fome of them it 
is feared yf'iW do more Injury 
than Benefit to them) ; if the 
Inter efi of the Adventurers 
would fufFer them to do any 
Works purpofely for the Be- 
nefit of the Navigations ; ycc 
would the Navigations be in 

no 
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to better Order, after all, than 
it is the Duty of the Adveh^ 
turers to reinftate them isi, 
without any Afliftance from 

« 

the Navigators for fuch Pur- 
pofe. It is a doubtful Cafej^ 
with many experienced Peo- 
ple, whether the propofed 
Works will even anfwer the 
Purpofe of Drainage ; fi^UQh 
more doubtful is it, whether 
the Navigations will receivej 
any Benefit thereby. Yet, 
under the Idea of this diftant 
and precarious Advantage to 
the Navigations, the Adven 
turers have the Modefty tp 
require not lefs than 9 or 

10,000/. 
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idjdoo/. per' Ann. from them 

Jor &Oer. - ■- ■ ■ 

How would the Pfopofitioa 
appear if it were reverfed I 
Let us fuppofe that the Rivers, 
higher up the Country than the 
Level, are damaged ; that much 
Land in the feveral Counties 
through which they flow, is 
drovvned, which heretofore was 
not ufed to be overflowed : 
Would it be thought reafon- 
able, in ordjr to remedy fuch 
Evils, to apply for an hOc of 
Parliament which fhould load 
the Lands of the Great Level 
with a perpetual Tax^ on a 
Suggeftion that they would be 
benefited by the Methods ne- 

G ceflary 
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teflaty to be ufed to fet th^ 
Navigations in fuch Order as 
to Free the Lands, fo drowned, 
from the like Difafter in fu- 
ture ? — But would it not ap- 
pear glaringly unjuft, to lay 
lUch a Tax on the Le?el, as 
would not only entirely re- 
move this Evil, but would 
furnifh the Navigators with a 
fufficient Fund for maintaining 
all their other Works, and for 
the Executioa of any other 
Projcd: thatr- might turn out 
to their Advantage ? — • The 
Cafe is exactly parallel.--- -It is' 
but changing Sides, arid the 
Application of the Bedford 

Level 



• • r 

Level Cprporatioh will ap?^' 
pear in no better a Light. 

To^returh-i-ExcIuded from 
atiy Share in the Di^Jofal of 
the Fund they are to raife, 
the Navigators cannot conceive 
thenifelves to be,' in the leafi: 
t)egree, the Objedls of the Good-- 
will of the Adventurers : .They 
mow fhemfelves to be the Ob- 
je^s of their Rapacitj* The 
propofed Works are, to all In- 
tents and Purpofes, the Works 
of Drainage ; and the Fund 
for executing them is to be 
fquee^ed from the Navigations^ 
—All the Good the Naviga- 
tions can pdflibly receive, .will 
only bring them into fuch a 
•' " G 3 State 



State as , they Jiave bpea re- 

■ 

duced from, by the Works of 
the Adventurers; and. yet to 
reftore them (in pretence at 
leaft) to this State, thefe very 
Adventurers demand a Sum 
which will not only bring back 
thetr own negleSied Works into 
their original State; but, in a 
ivN Years, will difcharge cny 
Debts they may have contrac* 
ted, and become hereafter a 
Fund that will intirely eafe 
them of every Tax or Burthen 
whatfbever. 

Upon the whole, the Navi- 
gat(M's are too well acquainted 
with the Condud and Defigns 
of the Adventurers to exped 

any 
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ariy bthet Advantage than fucH 
as may ad^^entitioufly arife from 
the Execution of their own 
Works ; and whoever reads the 
Bill intended to be offered to 
Parliament, cannot but be of 
the .fame Opinion. Although 
they have been careful to avoid 
any obnoxious Expreflions, 
which, might tend to make 
their Defigns apparent at iirft 
View ; yet, to a careful Ob- 
lerver, it will plainly appear 
that an undue Influence pre> 
vails throughout, — There is not 
a Claufe but what is inclofed 
within the fad Gripe of the 
Bedford; Level Corporation. 
Every Power the Bill can grant 

G 3 is 
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IS to be rlotjged m-tiefr HaqiJsA* 
They admit\of- no,- AlTociate 
jn the Execution of :th.ofe 
Powers. The chief,, gpcl c^ 
yentually, the onfyj Party, that 
furniflies the Cure of their 
Evils, is entirely excluded. froin 
having .apy Share in the Ad^ 
miniftration of it. The Na- 
ture and 'Execution of the 
]^orks ; .. the Pifpofal . of Re- 
tention of the vaft Fund the Bill 
would ^-^ife ' pn the Naviffu- 
tions ; all is to be in the fble 

* * ■ 

Power and Direction of the 
Bedford L&V0I Corporation^ — 
Indignation reddens at the 
Attempt ! — Would it were 
able tp draw a Blufh from the 

whole 
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whole Band of Confer^ators of 
the Great Level ! 
. But, in order to frighten thej 
Navigators with Qonfequences^ 
it is queftioiied (Iixq..Pajge 54) 
" Who afe the Parties that are 
moft interefted in the Prefer va-r 
tion of the Great Level?"— And 
the Anfwer is alfo given, "the 
Owners of the Lands and thofe 
who carry on the Commerce 
by the feyeral Navigation$ 
through ^t." — It would, in- 
deed, be needlefs^ as the In- 
quirer obferves, to endeavour 
to prove that the Owners of 
a landed Property, " worth at 
leaji one hundred tboufand 
Pounds a Xear^^ are concern- 

G 4 cd 
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ed for the Prefervation of that 
Property. But fome Trouble 
and Pains are requiute to con- 
vince the unyielding Naviga- 
tors, how much they Rifle in 
not endeavouring to preferve 
the Level 1 — To do the /a>- 
fuirer Juiiicey he has faid all 
he can to imprefs them with 
a Senfe of their Danger : But, 
alas ! all in vain. They will 
ftill fit undifturbed, though 
the roaring Winds and the 
daftiing Floods threaten the 
whole Level with Deftrudion. 
And all this, from a thorough 
Convidkion of the Propriety 
of the Inquirer s Remark, that 
** Seljijhmfs is a watchful 

Guardian ^ 



Guardian,^* They regard 
thofe Jlrft Principles ht fpeaks 
of, and which aft fo power- 
fully on all Mankind, as fuffi- 
cient to refift all the Floods 
and Tides that may hereafter 
threaten an Invalion of the 
Great Level. Thefe Princi- 
ples have hitherto preferved 
that Country, and will,", no 
Doubt, continue to do fo. 
Whether, therefore, th6 Na- 
vigations are in a good or bad 
State at this Time ; thofe who 
are concerned in them truft 

they will get no worfe from 
any farther Defeftion in 

the Drainage : And their Con- 
fidence is placed in no mean 

Security^ 
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Security. . Qan it be fuppofed 
that the Proprietors of Land, 
worth, at l^aft, one hundred 
limfand Pounds per Ann* 
will fufFer. fp immenfe a Pro- 
perty to be reduced to its firft 
unfruitful State, when . it is. in 
their Poorer to preferve it ii^ 
a profitable State of Cultiva- 
tion ? The Greatnefs of the 
pr^fent Value of the Level 
ftiews, how able it is to pro- 
yide for its own Safety ; and 
alfo, what . great Advantage 
has been derived from the 
Scheme of draining it. — If, 
therefore, the Adventurers are 
not any longer able to main- 
tain the Works of the Level 

with- 



can they apply with fp ;muc]| 
luftice^^s to the J^ropri^tors 
^/ /^^ Rree jLanas.. who have 
received a proportional »Be- 
nefit with themf^lves. As 

, K .\ \* ' ' . » ' » • 

long, l^owever, as the ' Lands 
of the . Great Level ("free as 
well as adventure) will beaf 
a Taxation equal to the Sup- 
port fof the Works of D.raic^^ 
age (and there feems but 

little Doubt of their dways 
being equal to fuch a Tafk) 
the Navigations have nothing 
to fear ; even if the Deftruc* 
tjoij of Drainage fhould bring 
on the Ruin of Navigations 

which, 



lyhicH, .however, is very faf 
from being the Gafe. • 
"It IS J " therefore, or no avail 
to hang ojut* the Confequerice^ 
cbfthe Country's returning td 
its original State in Terror em 
to the Navigators'; to offer 
fuch Suppofitions and Quer- 
tions as. thefe ; (Page 55) ** If 
the Banks of the Qreat Le- 
vel were deftroyed, and ' the 
Waters left to flow at large, 
as formerly, without any^Re- 
ftraint ; what would income of 
//&^ Navigations ? "— A Quef- 
tion may be returned, which 
iwill not only ferve as ah An- 
fwcr to this, but as a fufE- 
cient Reafon for the little Ap- 

prc- 
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prehenfions the Naviga(;oi» 
have, of experiencing any of 
the implied Confequences. 
Jf the Banks were to be de- 
ilroyed and the Country were 
to go back into its original 
State, whaf would become of the 
Lands ? Would they -not be^ 
in a Manner, annihilated ? 
Would not the Proprietors of 
them lofe the immenfe Income 
of 100,000/. per Ann.- It is 
not likely, furely, that they 
would yield fo great a Pro- 
perty up to Floods and Tides, 
merely becaufe an unjuft De- 
mand cannot be obtained from 
the Navigators, who think 
themfelves wholly uuconcerned 



iri'tlie Bufinefs of draining thi^ 
Fens. Thofe, therefore, whd 
are concerned in the Com- 
merce of the Rivers, have no- 
thing to fear from fuch Bug- 
bears as thefe. Indeed, the Na- 
vigations were conveniently car- 
ried on lohg before the Drain- 
ajge obtainied ; and if the Wa- 
ters were again to take Pof- 
ieffioii ' of the Country, ar 
convenient Paflage, would, 
no Doubt, ftill be found, for 
all the Purpofes of Trade and' 
Commerced 

THE CONCLUSION. 

THE Proprietors of the 
Free Lands beft know, whe- 
ther 
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tlier tlie Adventure Lands ar3 
able any longer to fupport th^ 
Work^ which fecure their Pro- 
perty without Affiftance. If 
it be a Fa£t that they are nty 
longer able, it is theii: un- 
doubted Intcrcft to lend aii 
helping Hand. Their whole 
Property, in fome Meafure, 
depfends upon it. But the 
Ncevigntions will be little con- 
cerned in the Matter, They 
are at prefent in as good 4 
State, as thofe who are C"on- 
c'erned wifh them to be in : 
At leaft, the Navigators defire 
not that they fliould receive; 
any Amendment, if it muft 
arife from the Succefs of the 
• ■ prefent 
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prefent deceitful Meafures;* 
which, (hould they afFord any 
Relief to one Part, will in- 
fallibly introduce Deftruftion 
in another. — But, the Propri- 
etors of the Free Lands, ' I be- 
lieve, could not eafily be per- 
fuaded that the Adventure 
Lands are alone unable to fuf- 
tain the Expence of keeping 
the Country in a State of Se- 
curity. Thofe Proprietors well 
know how Superior in Value 
the Adventure Land is to their 
own; and, they are not un- 
acquainted with the Caufe 

■ 

of that Superiority. It is faid 
by the Inquirer y that the Ad- 
venturers fliould have been re- 
warded 
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warded with one Halfy inilead 
of one Third, of the whole Le- 
yel, to have enabled them to 
perform "the Contrad:. — If one 
Half of the Value of the Whole 
Level would have given the 
Means, they are on their own 
Ground, almoft without Ex- 
cule for not performing it : 
For, the Adventurers, at the 
Completion of, their Scheme, 
were in Poffeffion oi one Half 
(or nearly fo) of the Value of the 
Great L,eveL^ The Manner 
in which it was obtained will 
not foon be forgotten by the 
other Proprietors of the Fens : 
Nor fhould it be omitted here. 
The prefent Difpofition of the 

H Ad- 
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Ad^mure Landr confirm, tte 
Relation, that, before the Le- 

« 

vel was difpoffeffed of its Waters^ 
the Adventurers, impatient of 
the Progrefs of theif Works 
and eager for their Reward, 
employed Pcrfons to traverfo 
the Level, in order to found 
the Depth of its various Parts 
(efpecially thofe which ap- 
proach the Uplands) ; and/ 
wherever the Land was found 
to maintain a higher Situation 
than the general Surface of 
the Fens j there the Standard 
of the Adventurers was fixed. 
The fiiialleft Spots," hov^ev^r 
fcattered or remote, which firft 
ihewed themfelves above the 

- fur- 
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furrotinding Waters, were /ea-^ 
gerly feized u^pon bjr theJfe 
Watchful Difcoverers, and 
claimed as Part of their allot- 
ted Reward. By thefe Means 
they acquired a large and dif* 
proportionable Share of the 
higher Parts of the Fens, to 
the no fmall Benefit of them- 
felves and Difadvantage of the 
Proprietors of the Country. 
The Interference of the latter 
at length put a Stop to fuch 
Proceedings J but not Tim^ 
enough to hinder the Adven- 
turers from obtaining nearly 
one Half of the Valui^ whei^ 
they poflefled but one Third of 
the Lands s of the Great LeveL 

H 2 The 
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The Condud of the feveral 
Succeflions ' of Adventurers 
has- fufBciently manifefted 
their Legitimacy. Whenever 
any Breach or Decay of their 
Worlds has happened which 
threatened the Admiffion of 
a Flood over the neighbour- 
ing Lands, and their own have 
not been in immediate Dan- 
ger ; it has been cuftomary 
with them to withold their 
Afliftance till the Proprietors 
of thofe Lands, for the Safety 
of their Property, have been 
obliged, at their own Expence, 
to do the Work which ought 
to have been done by the Ad- 
venturers. The Prevalence of 

Difiria 
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DifiriSi Draining^ fo burthen- 
fome on the Proprietors of the 
Fens, can only be accounted 
for by the Negledt of the Ad- 
venturers ; fince there could 
have been no Neceflity for a- 
dopting fuch a Mode of drain- 
ing them, had the Conditions 
of the ContraA been perform- 
ed on their Part : That is, had 
the Country been kept in a 
drained State. — By fuch Mea- 
fures as thefe, the Adven- 
turers have, indeed, fayed their 
Money, but they have violated 
their Engagements : And num- 
berlefs are the Diftrefles in the 
Fens, among the inferior Pro- 
prietors efpecially> which have 

been 
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l^eh occafioped by various 
}nfta4ic€s of t^ir Negt€<5^, or 
of the Exertion of that urkKmi- 
ted Power which is iinfortu- 
natelj lodged in their Hands. 

' Hitherto, hovv:ever, the A- 
varice and oppreffive - Power 
of the Adventurers have been 
cxercifed only againft the o* 
ther Party in the Contraft* 
But, Avarice and Power iare 
ever on the Stretch ; and new 
Objedis are eagerly fought, 
when the old ones beain to 
fink under their Influence. 
The Works- of the Great Le- 
vel begin to faif under the 
Mai - Adminiftration of' the 
Adventurers ; and their new 

Objects, 
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pbjeds, , the Na^vigafions^, 
already tremble at their Ap- 
proach. — It is hoped, how- 
ever, that Juftice will repel 
fo unwarrantable an Intrufioh, 
and ;entirely defeat thofe in- 
equitable Meafures that are 
intended to be offered for the 
Sandtion of Parliament. 

Indeed, the Succefs of the 
Bill is worth all the Care and 
Ingenuity of the Adventurers, 
fince ample Provifion is there- 
in made for obtaining every 
Advantage their greedy Minds 
could anticipate. A Sum of 
not lefs ' than 9,000/. will be 
drawn j'^<3:r/K from the^ Navi- 
gations y^r tfi^^r, for the Se- 
lf 4 curity 



curity and Improvement or 
their Eftates, Payment of their 
Debts, and for fuch other Pur- 
pofes as the Bedford Level Cor- 
poration fliall think proper to 
apply it. A Sum which the 
Navigators can ill Support the 
Payment of, and which they 
think the Drainers have not 
the Shadow of a Right to de- 
mand. 

The Six-pence an Acre to 
be laid on the Lands of the 
Level * for the T^vmoifeven 

Tearsy 

* That is, on the Lands of the Mid- 
dle and South Levels. — Many of the in- 
tended Works will manifeftly be of Ser- 
vice to the Drainage of the 'North Level. 
It is difiiculf, therefore, (having in V iew 

the 
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Tlsars, can only be regarded 
as a Cloaky under which the 
Defign on the Navigations 
-might be accompliflied f. The 
Proprietors of the lels valu- 
able Parts of the Level have 
very juftly reprobated the in- 
jurious Mode of laying on this 
additional Tax. The Lands 
are worth from two Shillings 
to thirty Shillings per Acre ; 

the prcfent Meafures), to account for the 
Corporation's not applying for Afliftance 
from this Level. They are, no Doubt, 
in poffcflion of the Secret. 

."f- If this was not the Cafe, what Rea- 
fon can be alledged for making the Tolls 
on the Navigations perpetual^ and the T^x 
gn the Lands only Jor /even Tears. 

and 



SLvidy by the Bill, it is intended 
to lay a Tar of Six-pence per 
AciE indifcriminately on the 
Whole. The Abfurdity of this 
is evident, fince the Tax bea?s 
. jio. Proportion to the different 

•Abilities of the Lands which 

•ajc to pay. it. Such as are 

; worth 5QS, per Acre, are as 
able to bear a Tax. of 79. 6d. 

.as thofe worth only 2s. ^e a 
Tax of 6d.: — But the Surprize 

' of the Reader will ceafe, when 
he recolleds that the Adven- 
ture . Land is, in general, of 
greater Value than the other. 

But, however obnoxious this 
unequal Tax might be to the 

.Proprietors of the free Lands, 

when 
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when the Iteport 6f it firft 
broke out among, them ; many, 
upon maturer Deliberation^ 
have '' rather acquiefccd in the 
Meafure ; and they thave good 
Reafon for their Condud. |t 
is not A^^r Intereft to lay any 
Obftacles in, the Way of the 
-Bill. The To/i on the Na- 
vigations is fufficient to filence 
every Murmur. They per- 
ceive that the Inconvenience 
which they may at prefent ex- 
perience from the Tax, will 
be abundantly compenfated, in 
the Courfe of a few Years, by 
the Provifion the Bill contains 
for the Benefit and Security 
of their Property. They per- 
ceive 
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ccive that the Fund arifing from 
the To// will preclude the Ne- 
ceiHty of any future App/ication 
for their Afliftance ; and that 
the Adventure Land&, as well 
as their own, will foon be 
difburthened of any Tax what- 
fbever at the Expence of the 
Navigatk)ns, which may pro- 
bably fink under the Load 
that has fo unreafonably been 
heaped upon them.— This is 
the Defign'y this, the Confe^ 
quence of the Succefs of the 
Bedford Leve/ Corporatidn Bi/l, 
It is, however, to be hoped, 
that the Wifdom arid Juftice 
of Parliament will fruftrate 
fuch Defign j and fo avert the 

Con-f 



Confequence, which feems ne- 
ceffarily to follow their Ap- 
probation. 

1 cannot difmifs the Sub- 
jeA without faying a Word 
or two refpe<^ing the particu- 
lar Navigation of the River 
NenCi which enters the Great 
Level at Standgrotmd Sluice^ 
and leaves it at Salterns Lode. 
All that has been hitherto faid 
of the Navigations, refpe<5ts 
them in general : But there 
are fome particular Circum- 
ftances attending this of the 
Nene^ which entirely exempt 
it from the Concern of the 
Drainers upon their :. own 
Ground ; and nothing but the 

moil 



mod unjuftlfiable Iflteiitioni 
could dired; the Bedford Le-r 
vel Corporation to intermeddle 
with, or demand any Thing 
from, it, — The Navigation of 
the Nene from Standground 
Sluice Xxi Saker% Lode is ^to- 
vided for by particular A6t of 
Parliament. A Toll was efta- 
blifhed at thefe two, Places 
(the Extremities of the Fens 
through which the Nene pafles) 
amounting to 6d. per Chal- 
dron or Ton; the Sum of 
10,000/. was raifed upon the 
Credit of this Toll, which was 
expended in deepening that 
Fart of the River which lies 
in the Level and completing 

the 
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the Navigation thereof. — -The 
Fund which this Toll rdifes 
(being 800/. per Ann. on an 
Average) is - amply fufficient 
for paying the Intiercft of the 
Money borrowed, andy^ keep^ 
ing the River (within the Li- 
mits of the Fens) in conve-^ 
nient Repair far Nemigafiom 
— Why, therefore, the Bedford 
Level Corporation fhouid blend 
this Navigation with the Reft, 
\ cannot tell. It &ems only 
to be - accounted . for by thie 
general Idea which they feemi 
to have adopted, of opprefUng 
the Navigations, for the" ex.-*- 
clufive Benefit of particular and 
private Property, . r 

. , The 
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The foregoing Pages were 
^rawn up from a View of the 
intended Meafures, as fet forth 
in the Copies of the BiJl pub- 
lifhed by its Promoters. The 
Sum of 75,000/. only is there- 
in propofed to be raifed on the 
Credit of the new lolls on the 
Navigations. But, at a Meet- 
ing held at the Shire Halt at 
E.lyy on the 1 9th oi Aprils '777* 
for the Purpofe of conlidering 
the Merits of the Bill, a Gen- 
tleman prefent produced three 
Eftimates of the Expence that 
would attend the Execution of 
the propofed Works ; one of 
145,000, another of 150,000 

and 
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and a Third of 1 80,000/. And 
the Promoters of the Bill were 
afked why the real Sum wanted 
was concealed. — It was an- 
fwered that they were afraid 
the Largenefs of it would a- 
larm the Parliament. They 
might, indeed, expeft the 
Houfe would take the Alarm, 
when it was affured that this 
immenfe Loan would be raifed 
on the Credit of, and here- 
after would be difcharged by, 
^the Navigations^ which are 
not at all concerned in the 
Succefs or Failure of the drain- 
ing Scheme, as to any Ad- 
vantage or Hurt they may 
thence derive. — The above 

I Meetin 
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Meeting, was employed chiefly 
in Difputes concerning the 
Expenditure of the Money . to 
be raifed ; every one delivering 
his Opinion of the new Banks, 
Cuts and Drains that would 

4 

be neceffary, as his Fancy, but 
chiefly as his Interejl^ diredied 
him. In fliort, the 75,000/. 
nay, even the largeft Eftimate, 
the 1 80,060/. feemed to be 
as completely difpofed of, as 
if the Fiat of the Legiflature 
had already been obtained. 



THE. END. 
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